ASSISTING VICTIMS
DURING TIMES OF
NEED

At the worst times in our lives there is rarely anyone
right there with us. While family and friends may
be willing to be there for us, they often have no way
of knowing what we’re going through. This is espe-
cially true of victims of crime. No one ever expects

to be a crime victim!

At these times, a team of caring
volunteers and staff from the Sheriff’s Office’s
Victim Assistance Program respond to help unti

longer term support can reach victims.

Twenty-four hours per day, three-hundred-and
-sixty-five days per year, someone is there to

help victims of crime.

Are you the one family and friends turn to in
times of crisis? Canyou be one of these
compassionate people known as VAPs?

Call today!

VICTIM
ASSISTANCE
PROGRAM

Mesa County Sheriff's Office
Victim Assistance Program

215 Rice Street
Grand Junction, CO 81502-5016
970.244.3277




MCSO Victim
Assistance Program...
helping others in need!

Are you one of those people who recognizes
that the best way to help yourself is to reach

out to others in their time of need?
Can you spare a few hours per month?

Would you like to become involved with a
group of people whose primary desire in life is

to help others?

Victim Assistance Program Volunteers (VAPS)
complete a 40 hour training academy which
accesses a wide variety of community re-
sources. VAPs are asked to make a one year
commitment to carry a pager a few hours each
month ( may include days, nights, weekends,

or holidays) and to attend one meeting per

month.

Am | Eligible?
If you are at least 21 years of age, have no prior ar-
rests, can provide at least four references, have trans-
portation, and have the desire to help others in a very
unique way, this volunteer opportunity might be right for

you.

Those joining us must enjoy working in a team along-

side law-enforcement in stressful situations.

If you meet these requirements, you are eligible. Please
call today to schedule an appointment.

VAP Training Academy
The VAP training academy is a 40 hour course. The

Academy is offered twice per year, and meets two eve-
nings per week, three to four hours per evening for ap-

proximately a month. Courses include:

Dynamics of Domestic Violence
e Helping the bereaved

o Children as Victims

o Helping victims of sexual assault

o Working within “The System”

And much, much more!

Contributing Community Resources:
Many community organizations contribute to the

training of Victim Assistance Volunteers. These

include instructors from:

= Latimer House

= S.AN.E. Program

= Western Slope Center for Children
= Grand Junction Police Department
= Mesa County Sheriff's Office

= Compassionate Friends

= District Attorney’s Office of the 21st Judicial
District

= Mesa County Coroner's Office

Local Mortuaries

U

= Local Counselors

For details, please contact:
Mesa County Sheriff’s Office
P.0. Box 20000

Grand Junction, CO 81502-5016
Attention: Victim Services

Phone: 970.244.3277
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