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CLIFTON WOMAN ARRESTED FOR ARSON
Clifton Fire Dept pairs with Investigators

Mesa County, Colorado— A 22-year-old Clifton woman was arrested this afternoon by
deputies for Arson, Criminal Mischief, Child Abuse, Reckless Endangerment and False
Reporting. Kayla Settle 1s accused of setting the apartment where she lived, on fire,
November 19, 2010. Her brother and children were in the home at the time of the fire.

This mvestigation was a partnership between mvestigators and the Clifton Fire Department.
Settle’s affidavit is attached for more details. She 1s currently going through the booking
process, and a booking photo will be made available once she completes booking.
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COMBINED COURTS, MESA COUNTY, COLORADO

Criminal Action No. 2010CR

AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF ARREST WARRANT -
PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

V.S,

KAYLA SETTLE DOB: 11/22/88

DEFENDANT

COMES NOW, Tim Henderson, being of lawful age and first duly sworn upon cath, states and alleges in
support of an arrcst warrant for the above-named Defendant as follows:

1. Your affiant is a duly employed law enforcement officer with the Mesa County Sheriff’s Office,
Grand Junction, Colorado at all times relevant to this affidavit. The information contained in this
affidavit was compiled by your affiant in the course of an official criminal investigation by speaking to
fellow law enforcement officers, citizen informants, personal observations, and reviewing official law
enforcement reports. All locations referred to are in Mesa County, Colorado unless specifically noted
otherwise,

2. On 10/24/10, members of the Clifion Fire Department and Deputies responded to 3225 Rood
Ave. Apartment #1 for a reported arson fire. Suspects attempted to burn the apartment and a vehicle
parked out front. This incident is still under investigation (MCSO Case 16L9014).

3. On 11/19/10, about 0819 hours, Deputies Ross Young and Jamie Pennay and were dispatched to
a structure fire at 3225 Rood Ave #1, Mesa County, Colorado (MCSQ Case 101.9716). Upon his arrival,
Deputy Young observed a large colunm of black smoke emitting from the front door of apartment #1.
Deputy Young immediately began evacuating the residents of the building. Deputy Pennay arrived and
assisted with making sure all of the residents of 3225 Rood Ave were clear of the fire. The Clifton Fire
Department arrived and began operations to control and extinguish the fire in apartment #1.

4. Deputy Young spoke with the reporting party, Kayla Settle, who was at a neighbor’s residence.
Kayla was extremely upset, she was crying hysterically and physically shaking. Deputy Young attempted
to calm Kayla down and after awhile she was able to speak with him about what happened. Kayla stated
she was asleep in her bedroom when she was woken up by her children telling her the house was on fire.
Kayla stated she awoke to black smoke filling the entire apartment. Kayla stated she grabbed her children,
woke up her brother who was sleeping on the couch in the front room, and left the apartment. Deputy
Young asked Kayla if everyone was ok. She stated her, her brother, and her children were all safe. Kayla
stated her husband, Ismael, wasn't home last night.

5. Deputy Young spoke with Kayla's brother, Steven Carbajal. Steven stated he was asleep on the
couch in the living room when he was woke up by Kayla stating the house was on fire. Steven stated he
woke up to the living room filled with black smoke. Steven stated Kayla told him the fire started inside
the house in the kids bedroom,



6. On 11/19/10, about 0830 hours, I was advised of the second fire at 3225 Rood Avenuc #1. 1
spoke to Deputy Jamie Pennay who was on scene with the Clifton Fire Department. Deputy Pennay said
Clifton Fire Department Arson Investigator Chris Rowland was on scene conducting an origin and cause
investigation and he would be there most of the day.

7. I later responded t03225 Rood Avenue and arrived about 1000 hours. I spoke to Arson
Investigator Chris Rowland who was in the initial stages of his investigation. Rowland escorted me
through the apartment and it was apparent the most damage to the apartment occurred in the southeast
bedroom which had been identified by Kayla Settle as her children's bedroom. T walked around the
outside of the apartment to the back yard. I saw that the screen had been removed from the southeast
bedroom window and was lying on the ground underneath some debris. I later spoke to both Kayla Settle
and Ismael Gaona who said the screen had been in place prior to the fire. During subsequent interviews
that day, Ismael and Kayla provided information they had intentionally not disclosed during the initial
investigation of the fire that occurred on 10/24/10. Specifically, they told me about two fights that
occurred that morning between Ismale and his friends and the suspects of the arson.

8. On 11/27/10, about 2328 hours, Deputy James Cannon was dispatched a sex assault report that
occurred at 3225 Rood Avenue #1 (MCSO Case 101.9920). The complainant, Kayla Settle, was waiting
at Clifton Fire Department. Deputy Cannon arrived and spoke with Clifton Fire Tnvestigator Chris
Rowland. Deputy Cannon was told that Kayla had returned to the fire department to provide additional
information about the fire that occurred at her apartment on Friday, 11/19/10. Kayla reported to Chris
that she was also a sex assault victim concurrent with the arson's time frame. Investigator Rowland,
having enforcement jurisdiction over only Arson statues, and also being medical staff with the fire
department {mandatory sex offense reporter), referred the sex assault investigation to the Sheriff's Office.

9. Kayla reported that sometime between 0500 and 0800 on Friday 11/19/10, she heard a noise in
her children's room at 3225 Rood Avenue #1. Kayla walked into the hall to investigate when she observed
a male standing in her children's room. The male was wearing all black, ski mask, gloves, and a hood.
The masked male pointed a gun at her. The male told her to turn around and he held his hand over her
mouth. Kayla stated she smelled a chemical odor and became dizzy, as they exchanged a conversation to
the effect that he was threatening to kill her and she was telling him he was not going to get away with it.
Kayla could not determing the race or any other descriptors, except a strong male with a height of more
than her, [52"].

10. Kayla mentioned that during the conversation/struggle, in the hall, she heard the sounds of
someone walking in the gravel back vard, outside her children's room window. Kayla stated this noise
was heard about the same time she felt that she was going to pass out. Kayla stated she remembered either
walking or crawling to her bed next, in and out of consciousness as her body was limp. Kayla stated she
remembered her "female parts", pointing to her vaginal area, hurting badly as she later awakened. Kayla
stated again that she heard the sound of walking in the gravel, outside her children's room again, while
she was lying on the bed in her room.

11. Kayla stated she was then woken up by her daughter, reporting to her there was a fire. Kayla

stated she exited the residence with her 2 children and her adult brother;
, and Steven Carbajal (dob 11/03/92, 18 yoa). Kayla stated the

screen of her children's room was off the window and [the residence suffered major fire damage].



12. Kayla stated she concluded that the masked man had sexually assaulted her, so she went into the
doctor the following Monday, November 22nd, to St Mary's Family Practice: Doctor Rich. Kayla stated
that the Doctor asked why she was there.' Kayla stated she informed the Doctor (a mandatory sex offense
reporter), that she believed she was sexually assaulted; however nether the Doctor or Kayla ever reported
the sex assault until now (over 1 week later). Kayla stated she reported a swollen vaginal area and upper

pelvic pain, which the doctor diagnosed, tested for, and concluded she had |GGG
I K ayla stated that the doctor concluded the swelling was not consistent with sex assault trauma,

but I

13. When asked, Kayla stated she had | NN <2'licr in the year, during the time of
Rock Jam or Country Jam festivals, which Tsmael was unaware. Kayla she told Ismael of the masked man
who she reported assaulted her, but he did not believe her. '

14. Based on the interview, investigation, and arson evidence, it appeared to Deputy Cannon that
Kayla was providing a false statement. Deputy Cannon informed Kayla he would be checking on video
camera footage in the area or her neighborhood/ residence. Kayla appeared more nervous as evidence was
gathered in this case and reported nausea. Kayla's affect changed and she decided to tell the truth. Kayla
admitted that there was no masked man in her apartment and that she was not sexually assanited.

15. Kayla stated that she started the fire on 11/19/10. Kayla stated that she had been depressed and
was suicidal. She had "smoked a bowl" of marijuana and also taken a dose of Nyquil that night. Kayla
stated that she put her 2 children to bed in her room and then she went out back to her shed, to obtain a
container of lighter fluid; describing charcoal lighter fluid. Kayla stated that she put the flammable fluid
on the wall/window area of her children's bedroom, from the outside of the house, [with the window
open]. Kayla stated that she attempted to light the fluid with match-book matches, from the outside. Kayla
stated she was unable to get the fTuid lit, so she went inside the residence. Kayla stated she then tried to
light the fluid from the inside of the children's room, finally lighting her child's shirt on fire, to use it as a
catalyst to get the lighter fluid ignited.

16. Kayla stated she wanted to die from the fire and she finally went to her bed (in her bedroom),
with her children sleeping. Kayla stated she realized what she had done and she was waiting for someone
to report the fire, so she could get her kids outside [without suspicion towards her]. Kayla stated her
daughter woke up and was alarmed about the fire, so Kayla decided to go ahead and evacuate the
residence with her family. Kayla reported feeling suicidal as we spoke.

17. Kayla wished to report the arson directly to "Chris", (Investigator Rowland). Deputy Cannon
asked Chris to enter the room and Kayla explained what she had done involving the arson fire that she
committed.

8. Kayla was S Dcpu(y Cannon
contacted Child Protection on-call worker, JJill- 1 relayed the situation and that the children were

currently safe, residing with Ismael and \jjjjjljjji at the parent's house (EEIENER.

19, This investigation revealed that on 11/19/10, Kayla Settle set fire to her apartment located at 3225
Rood Avenue, Apartment #1. Kayla's daughter, [ R

, and Kayla's brother, Steven Carbajal (dob 11/03/92, 18 yoa) were sleeping
in the apartment when she set the fire placing all their lives in danger. The apartment sustained major
damage due to the fire that I would estimate to be in excess of $20,000.00. In an apparent attempt to shift
blame for the fire to someone else, Kayla reported a sexual assault to Fire Investigator Chris Rowland and
to Deputy James Cannon. Kayla later admitted to setting fire and falsely reporting the sexual assault,



BASED ON THE FOREGOING, there is probable cause to believe that, KAYLA SETTLE, DOB
11/22/88, WHITE FEMALE, 5702” TALL, 110 POUNDS, BLONDE HAIR, HAZEL EYES, committed
the violations of C.R.S. 18-4-102(1) First Degree Arson a class three felony, C.R.8.18-4-501(1) Criminal
Mischief over $20,000.00 a class three felony, C.R.S. 18-6-401(1)(a} Child Abuse a class one
misdemeanor, C.R.S. 18-3-208 Reckless Endangerment a class three misdemeanor and C.R.S. 18-8-
111(1)(b) False Reporting to Authorities a class three misdemeanor. I respectfully request that a warrant
be issued for the arrest of the above said defendant.

Investigator Tim Henderson #150

The foregoing was subscribed and sworn to before me on this 8th day of December, 2010 by Investigator
Tim Henderson.

Notary My Commission expires

STATE OF COLORADO
County of Mesa



People v. KAYLA SETLE DOB: 11/22/88

Criminal Action NO. 2010CR

STATE OF COLORADO
County of Mesa

The People of the State of Colorado, to any peace officer:
GREETING:

‘Whereas a peace officer has this day made complaint on affidavit sworn to before the
undersigned Judge and relating facts sufficient to establish probable caunse that the offenses
of C.R.S. 18-4-102(1) First Degree Arson a class three felony, C.R.S.18-4-501(1) Criminal Mischief
over $20,000.00 a class three felony, C.R.S. 18-6-401(1)(a) Child Abuse a class one misdemeanor,
C.R.S. 18-3-208 Reckless Endangerment a class three misdemeanor and C.R.S. 18-8-111(1)(b) False
Reporting to Authorities a class three misdemeanor, have been committed and probable cause
that KAYLA SETTLE, DOB 11/22/88, WHITE FEMALE, 5°02” TALL, 110 POUNDS, BLONDE
HAIR, HAZEL EYES, Named on the face thereof committed the offense, WE THEREFORE
COMMAND YOU forthwith to arrest KAYLA SETTLE, DOB 11/22/88 and to take her
without unnecessary delay before the nearest judge of a court of record to be dealt with
according to law.

Given under my hand and seal, this day of , 2010.

Bail is set at $

JUDGE
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