Mesa County Sheriff’s Office
HEATHER S. BENJAMIN
Information & Communication
Manager/PIO

Direct Phone: (970) 244-3929
Cell Phone: (970) 986-0950
Heather.Benjamin@mesacounty.us

Sheriff Stan Hilkey

January 9, 2009
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

SVP PUBLIC MEETING SCHEDULED FOR JANUARY 20TH
Whitewater resident moved here from Alaska
Mesa County, Colorado—The term ‘Sexually Violent Predator’ is specific to a certain type
of sex offender as defined in Colorado Revised Statute 18-3-414.5. Once a convicted sex
offender is found to meet the SVP defined standards, then a community meeting is
required by law to notify community members that an SVP is living in the area.
PUBLIC NOTIFICATION AND WARNING: Most sex crimes are never reported to
law enforcement and most offenders are never detected. The greatest risk of sex offense is
from people you already know. In addition, vigilantism or use of this information about the
SVP to harass, threaten or intimidate him is criminal behavior and will not be tolerated
against: the SVP, the SVP’s significant others, and the community notification team.
At this time, Kevin Lee Garner, 43 of Whitewater, is classified as an SVP per the above
noted Colorado statute guidelines. Garner has remained compliant in his sex registration
with the Sheriff’s Office upon his arrival to Mesa County from Alaska. Garner arrived in
Mesa County on Friday, January 3, 2009, and currently resides at 400 Reeder Mesa Road.
Whitewater residents are receiving notification about the SVP meeting today. The
Whitewater community is encouraged to attend the notification meeting about Garner,
which is on January 20, 2009, at 7 p.m., Building ‘C’at the Mesa County Fairgrounds. The
meeting will focus on Garner’s criminal history/Alaska convictions, county wide sex
offender information and requirements, probation and parole requirements, and much
more.
A panel of SVP experts will be presenting information and will be available to take
questions from the community at the notification meeting, as well. Those panel experts will
include law enforcement, probation and parole representatives, and more. The community
is encouraged to bring questions with them to the meeting, and it should be noted that
parents are encouraged to not bring children to the meeting under the age of 15 due to the
content of the meeting.
A photo of Garner and Colorado SVP guidelines are attached, as well as an educational
video about SVPs and information about Garner is posted on the Sheriff’s website for the
public to learn more. The Sheriff’s website is: www.sheriff.mesacounty.us.
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