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THREE SNOWMOBILERS SELF RESCUED
Men thirsty, no injuries reported
Mesa County, Colorado—Around 9:30 a.m. today the three missing snowmobilers from
Silt, Colo., walked out onto West Muddy Creek Road in Gunnison County. Search and
Rescue members from Mesa, Delta and Garfield Counties started the search this morning
when the sun came up finding tracks they believed were from the three snowmobilers, but
had not found the men at the time they self rescued.
Justin and Wade Yenter, brothers in their 20’s and 40-year-old Philip Carlson were
reportedly in good condition, other than being thirsty. Deputies have not been able to
speak directly with the three men as of 11 a.m. this morning, but were planning to speak
with them today. The men reportedly walked to a Gunnison Energy field office, which is
located about four miles south of the Mesa County line and about a half of a mile east of
the Delta County line, inside Gunnison County.
The search started yesterday morning at 6 a.m. and encompassed about 150 square miles
in the Buzzard Creek area, which is where the vehicle and trailer of the missing men was
found. However, broad search tactics were initially used because the direction of travel by
the missing men was unknown to searchers. The search resumed at day break this
morning, when Search & Rescue members were called off the mountain as word came of
the rescued men. The search area was in rugged mountainous terrain with temperatures
hovering around 20 degrees overnight. Blizzard conditions have been sporadic in the area
since Sunday, when the men were reported missing by family members.
An incident command post was established at Colo. Highway 330 and 71 4/10 Road in
eastern Mesa County (near Buzzard Creek), and the men were found approximately 15 to
20 miles southeast of the command post. Yesterday, Search & Rescue members totaled 24
plus personnel and today the numbers of searchers and personnel were in the 70’s.
Agencies that assisted the Mesa County Sheriff’s Office and the Mesa County Search &
Rescue include: The Grand Junction Regional Communication Center, Garfield County
Search & Rescue, Paonia Fire Department/Delta County Search & Rescue, Mesa County
Road and Bridge Department, the Debeque Marshal’s Office, Plateau Valley Fire
Department, the U.S. Forest Service and the Gunnison County Sheriff’s Office Search &
Rescue team was on their way to provide assistance today.
The Mesa County Search & Rescue and Mesa County Sheriff’s Office does not charge
people for missions. Further details may be released after deputies speak with the men
today as it remains unknown why the men abandoned their snowmobiles.
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