Mesa County Sheriff’s Office
HEATHER S. BENJAMIN
Information & Communication
Manager/PIO

Direct Phone: (970) 244-3929
Cell Phone: (970) 986-0950
Heather.Benjamin@mesacounty.us

Sheriff Stan Hilkey

August 15, 2009
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT PARTNERS WITH FEDS
Last Presidential visit to Grand Junction was in 1991
Mesa County, Colorado—History was made in Mesa County today when sitting President
Barack Obama came to town late this afternoon. Prior to him, President George Herbert
Walker Bush made a stop in Grand Junction in 1991. While this County has hosted more
than a handful of Presidential Candidates and Vice-Presidential visits over the years,
hosting a sitting President is an honor rarely experienced.
The Sheriff’s Office was the lead local law enforcement agency working with the United
States Secret Service to provide coverage at multiple events in the County. The Grand
Junction Police Department, Bureau of Land Management, Colorado State Patrol, Clifton
Fire Department and the Grand Junction Fire Department together with deputies provided
more than 200 people for the Obama events working in tangent with our Federal law
enforcement partners.
The Sheriff’s Office provided 71 employees for coverage of the multiple events today,
which included both sworn and non-sworn employees and agency volunteers. The Sheriff’s
Office does not request reimbursement from the United States Secret Service for political
events where deputies are assigned. For the Obama event today, the Sheriff’s Office
estimates $5,000 to $10,000 is the cost incurred for employees to be assigned at the
multiple event locations throughout the County.
“We consider events like this to be an agency assist,” Sheriff Stan Hilkey said. “The Secret
Service is one of our federal law enforcement partners and they can not full fill their
missions without local law enforcement. We are pleased and proud to be able to assist
them in their mission today.”
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