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December 30, 2011
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

WANTED: Theodore “TJ” Morelli
Warrant issued for sex assault on a child
Mesa County, Colorado— Theodore “TJ” Morelli, 26-years-old (DOB: 10-02-1985), has a
warrant for his arrest with three felony charges relating to sex assault on a child. Morelli’s
warrant and wanted photo are attached with more information about the case.
Morelli is known to be transient, and may or may not be in Mesa County at this time. He
has been in contact with investigators by phone and is aware of this warrant, however he
has failed to turn himself in to date. Anyone with information on his location should call
the non-emergency dispatch number at: (970) 242-6707, or Investigator Lissah Norcross at:
(970) 244-3252.
###

215 Rice Street Grand Junction Colorado
http://sheriff.mesacounty.us/

81501

COMBINED COURT, MESA COUNTY, COLORADO
Criminal Action No. 2011 CR
AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF ARREST WARRANT FOR THEODORE “TJ” JOHN
MORELLI, DOB 10/02/1985, 26 YEARS OLD, WHITE ADULT MALE, 5’08” TALL, 110
POUNDS, BROWN HAIR, BLUE EYES, SOCIAL SECURITY #

, LAST

KNOWN ADDDRESS 1155 LAKESIDE DRIVE #202, GRAND JUNCTION,
COLORADO, 81506.
__________________________________________________________________________
PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
V.S.
THEODORE “TJ” JOHN MORELLI, DOB 10/02/1985
DEFENDANT
COMES NOW, INVESTIGATOR LISSAH NORCROSS, being of lawful age and first duly
sworn upon oath, states and alleges in support of an arrest warrant for the above-named
Defendant as follows:
1. Your affiant is a duly employed law enforcement officer with the Mesa County Sheriff’s
Office, Grand Junction, Colorado at all times relevant to this affidavit. The information
contained in this affidavit was compiled by your affiant in the course of an official criminal
investigation by speaking to fellow law enforcement officers, citizen informants, personal
observations, and reviewing official law enforcement reports. All locations referred to are in
Mesa County, Colorado unless specifically noted otherwise.
2. On about 062211 I was assigned a reported sexual assault on a child case for further
investigation which came through a MCDHS referral. This is Mesa County Sheriff’s Office
Case #11-15737. The referral explained and I confirmed through MCDHS Case Manager
that
is currently in foster care. The foster mother reported
was touching
herself in the bath and when foster mom asked the child "has anybody ever touched you in the
peepe area"
said yes. Foster mom reportedly asked who and
said "TJ."
was
asked if she told anyone and she said she had told her mother, grandmother, and uncle. The
referral showed
mother to be Ms.
but only identified grandmother as
"
and uncle as "
CM
stated when she last had contact with
her
verbiage was difficult to understand. CM
agreed to bring
to the WSCC for an
interview on 062411 since
was still in foster care.

3. On 062411 I interviewed
DOB 072506, age 4, at the Western Slope Center
for Children. I found
to be a verbal and social 4 year old girl. While setting up the table, I
asked
why she was at the center.
said "cause I had to talk to you." When I asked
why,
said "because I needed to." I explained to
my job is to make sure she is safe
and that she was not in any trouble.
was able to correctly identify colors, count to 10, but
was not able to tell me her ABCs. I asked
who was in her family and she said "Mommy
her grandma, "Uncle
and said her grandpa just died.
correctly identified
my truth and lie examples and corrected a purposeful mistake I made about her age. I asked
if she liked being at her house and
said yes. When asked why,
said she likes
living with her Mommy
and she missed her mom. I asked
if anything ever
happened at her house she did not like and she shook her head up and down in affirmative. I
asked about that and she said "sugar." When I asked further,
said she did not like
strawberries.
then said "I's just kidding, I like strawberries." I again told
that we
needed to tell the truth in this room and we could not kid around.
4. I asked
if anything ever happened at her house that made her feel sad or yucky and she
shook her head side to side in negative response. I asked if any of the adults she named had ever
done anything that made her feel sad or yucky and she said no to all. I then used an anatomical
girl drawing and
correctly identified body parts, including the breasts as "boobies", the
vagina area as "peepee", and the buttocks as "butt."
wrote her name on top of the page and
I noted all of the letters were backwards and the name was backwards from right to left. I asked
if there were private parts on the girl no one else should touch and asked her to X or color
any of those parts.
circled the peepee, butt, mouth, and eyes. I circled the boobies in
green and told her that was another place no one else should touch. I asked
if anyone had
talked with her about this before and she answered "yea, but TJ had touched me on my butt and
my peepee, he have." I asked who TJ is and she said "TJ is my, is my, is my brother." I asked if
TJ lives in her house.
said TJ had moved out because "my mommy
and TJ were
fighting each other." I asked
to mark on the drawing in brown where TJ touched her.
circled the peepee and butt inside the previously marked pink circle.
5. I asked
where she was when TJ touched her peepee and butt and she said "in the bath."
I asked
if she was at her house, someone else's house, or somewhere different.
said
she was at mommy
house. I asked
if it happened one time or more than one time
and she said "more than one time." I used a stuffed bear and asked
to show me how TJ
touched her.
used two hands, placing one on the butt and one on the peepee. I asked what
part of TJ's body did he use to touch her and she said his hands.
confirmed she did not
have clothes on. I asked if anyone else was in the bathroom when this happened and
said
her mommy
said she told mommy
grandma, and Uncle
6. I asked if she was ever somewhere else when TJ touched her.
said "in my room." I
asked
if she could tell me about that.
said "yea...he did that before, he touched me
when I was sleeping in my bed." Again using the stuffed bear, I asked
to show me how TJ
touched her.
showed me a grabbing motion with her hands. I asked if TJ did anything else
and she said no.

7. On 110311 I interviewed Ms.
after advising I wanted to speak with her concerning a
reported sexual assault against her daughter,
Ms.
advised
was removed
from her custody on 042011 due to Ms.
being arrested for domestic violence. Ms.
said
was returned to Ms.
custody on 080211 and they both currently
live at
# Clifton, Mesa County, Colorado, along with Ms.
mother, Ms.
When asked if anyone else had ever lived in the home, Ms.
stated her ex-boyfriend, Mr. Theodore Morelli, had lived with them for the 6 months
prior to 042011. Ms.
stated no one else lived at the above address, which Ms.
stated she and
had lived at for about 1-2 years. I later checked MCSO Spillman
records and found Mr. Theodore John Morelli, DOB 10/02/85,

8. I asked Ms.
if she had ever seen any behavior by anyone around
that
concerned her. Ms.
said no, then hesitated. I asked Ms.
what she was
thinking. Ms.
stated Mr. Morelli had watched
"hundreds of times" when Ms.
ran errands or was otherwise away from the home. Ms.
said
always
cried and got upset when she was left with Mr. Morelli. Ms.
said
told her many
times that she didn't want to stay with Mr. Morelli, but Ms.
had assumed it was "just
separation anxiety." I asked Ms.
about the extent of care Mr. Morelli provided
when he lived in the home. Ms.
said she generally cooked for
Mr. Morelli did
not. Ms.
said Mr. Morelli liked to play video games and so does
so Mr. Morelli
and
would often be in
room playing video games. Ms.
said the bedroom
door was usually open. Ms.
said Mr. Morelli had been involved with
bathing
routine and had taken
out of the bath. Ms.
again said Mr. Morelli had baby-sat
alone numerous times when Ms.
needed to leave the home.
9. I then explained to Ms.
that
had disclosed "TJ" had fondled her vaginal area
more than one time both in her bedroom and while she was in the bath. Ms.
stated
never told her about this and Ms.
appeared to be surprised by this information.
Ms.
said it was possible
tried to tell her, but due to her lack of verbal skills at the
time did not clearly disclose. Ms.
said she believes
disclosure, stating
has never lied about something important. Ms.
said
has lied about minor things,
giving an example of trying to eat another piece of candy, but stating she has not lied about big
issues. Ms.
explained she no longer has contact with Mr. Morelli due to a restraining
order from the domestic violence case. Ms.
did provide Mr. Morelli’s last known cell
phone number, which I found matched information in the MCSO Spillman records system.
10. On 111711 Mr. Theodore Morelli agreed to respond to the Sheriff’s Office for an interview
after I explained my investigation into a sexual assault case with the name
involved. Mr. Morelli inferred Ms.
was lying to get back at him for their previous
domestic violence issues. After explaining Mr. Morelli was not under arrest and was free to
leave, Mr. Morelli agreed to speak with me. Mr. Morelli initially stated he had no idea what this
was about because he had not seen Ms.
since about June/July of 2011 due to the
previous domestic and restraining order. While obtaining background information, Mr. Morelli
stated he had lived with Ms.
her 4 year old daughter
and Ms.
mother
at
between about December of 2011 and about June/July 2011. Mr. Morelli

said when he first moved into Ms.
home, Ms.
brother
lived there a short time. Mr. Morelli said no one else lived in the home while he was there. Mr.
Morelli said he shared a bedroom with Ms.
the grandmother had her own room, and
had her own room.
11. I then explained to Mr. Morelli that this case involved
disclosing being touched. Mr.
Morelli said he could “guarantee I would never do anything like that.” Mr. Morelli explained he
never physically abused
I asked about other males that were routinely at the home. Mr.
Morelli named two other male friends who had visited the home, but clarified he did not know of
either male being alone with
When asked what
was like, Mr. Moretti explained she
was “rambunctious, outgoing, kind of a brat.” Mr. Morelli also explained
had an active
imagination when playing with her toys. Mr. Moretti said Ms.
did not discipline
much, so
was spoiled. Mr. Morelli said he had watched
a couple of times while Ms.
was gone and had helped
change her clothes 1-2 times. When asked about
assisting
with bathing, Mr. Morelli said he did not assist
in the bathtub because Ms.
“pretty much” took care of that. Mr. Morelli said “a few times” he helped her get out
of the bath and get a towel wrapped around herself.
12. I then explained the specific disclosure by
of Mr. Morelli touching her vagina. Mr.
Morelli said “that’s BS.” I explained
did not say Mr. Morelli had sex with her, but
specifically said Mr. Morelli had touched her vagina. Mr. Morelli said “I don’t recall doing any
of that.” I asked if there had been any actions by Mr. Morelli which could have been
misunderstood by
or if he could have accidentally touched
vagina. Mr. Morelli
said he did not recall any. As we further talked, Mr. Morelli questioned whether Ms.
could have made
say this occurred. We discussed how
had not been around Ms.
at the time of disclosure. Mr. Morelli then stated the only thing he could think of was
when he had helped
put her pants on, his hand “may have” brushed up against her leg.
13. I directly asked Mr. Morelli if he ever intentionally touched
vagina and he said no.
I asked Mr. Morelli if he ever intentionally rubbed
vagina and he hesitatingly said no. I
asked Mr. Morelli if he knew any information that would exonerate him in this case and he said
“sadly, no.” Mr. Morelli said he was sure he never intentionally touched
Mr. Morelli
then said there “could have been” an incident where he “may have” touched her vagina
accidentally. Mr. Morelli explained he specifically recalled one time they were in the living
room, he was tickling
he recalled his hand “slipped,” and his hand ended up on her leg or
her vagina accidentally. Mr. Morelli said he specifically apologized to Ms.
for this
action. I asked if he could think of a reason
would lie. Mr. Morelli suggested
may
be trying to get back at him for what happened with Ms.
Mr. Morelli stated he was
aware
had lied about “small stuff” like taking food, but did not know of her lying about
big things. We discussed why I felt
disclosure appeared credible. I also noticed Mr.
Morelli’s body was shaking. Mr. Morelli stated he was shaking due to being nervous.
14. As the interview continued, I told Mr. Morelli that
talked about him touching her in
the bath and in her bedroom. Mr. Morelli said “I never once touched her in the bath.” I asked
Mr. Morelli if he used alcohol or drugs at the time. At first, Mr. Morelli said he rarely drinks but
did routinely use marijuana for pain. I asked Mr. Morelli if he could have ever touched

when under the influence. Mr. Morelli said “not to my knowledge, no, I’m not saying that
couldn’t of happened, but I rather doubt it.” Later, Mr. Morelli said he had been under the
influence of drugs and alcohol while living at Ms.
home, so he was unsure what
could have happened that he did not remember.
15. I asked Mr. Morelli if he would be willing to take a polygraph to confirm his veracity. Mr.
Morelli asked what would happen if he failed. I explained he would still be free to leave on this
date, I would review the case with the DA, and charges would come later. Mr. Morelli then said
“I’m not saying it didn’t happen and I’m not saying it did, it very well could have.” Mr. Morelli
then stated he did recall a specific incident when he and
were sitting on the sofa and his
hand accidentally touched her vagina outside her clothing. Mr. Morelli said
was sitting
closer than he thought. Mr. Morelli said when he put his hands out to his side onto the sofa to
hoist himself up, he was sure his hand touched her vagina outside her clothing. Mr. Morelli said
that was the only specific incident he could remember.

However, when Mr. Morelli was again questioned about
intentionally rubbing
vagina, he denied recalling a time when he intentionally touched
and/or rubbed her vagina. Mr. Morelli agreed to cooperate and turn himself in if a warrant was
obtained. Mr. Morelli then left the Sheriff’s Office. Mr. Theodore “TJ” John Morelli, DOB
10/02/1985, is further described as a 26 year old white male, about 5’08” tall, 110 pounds,
brown hair, blue eyes, Social Security #
, with a last known address of 1155
Lakeside Drive, #202, Grand Junction, Colorado, 81506.

BASED ON THE FOREGOING, there is probable cause to believe that BETWEEN
DECEMBER 1, 2010 AND APRIL 20, 2011 in the County of Mesa and State of Colorado,
THEODORE “TJ” JOHN MORELLI, DOB 10/02/1985, committed the crimes of
SEXUAL ASSAULT ON A CHILD BY ONE IN A POSITION OF TRUST, in violation of
CRS 18-3-405.3, class 3 FELONY, and SEXUAL ASSAULT ON A CHILD, in violation of
CRS 18-3-405(1), a class 4 FELONY, and SEXUAL ASSAULT ON A CHILD, PATTERN
OF ABUSE, in violation of CRS 18-3-405(2)(D), a class 3 FELONY. It is therefore
respectfully requested that a warrant be issued for the arrest of said defendant.
______________________________
Investigator Lissah Norcross
The foregoing was subscribed and sworn to before me on this ______day of _____________,
2011 by Investigator Lissah Norcross.
______________________________
Notary
________________
Expires

STATE OF COLORADO
County of Mesa
PEOPLE V. THEODORE “TJ” JOHN MORELLI, DOB 10/02/1985
Criminal Action N0. 2011 CR
__________________________________________________________________________
STATE OF COLORADO
County of Mesa

The People of the State of Colorado, to any peace officer:
GREETING:
Whereas a peace officer has this day made complaint on affidavit sworn to before the
undersigned Judge and relating facts sufficient to establish probable cause that the offenses
of SEXUAL ASSAULT ON A CHILD BY ONE IN A POSITION OF TRUST, in violation
of CRS 18-3-405.3, class 3 FELONY, and SEXUAL ASSAULT ON A CHILD, in violation
of CRS 18-3-405(1), a class 4 FELONY, and SEXUAL ASSAULT ON A CHILD,
PATTERN OF ABUSE, in violation of CRS 18-3-405(2)(D), a class 3 FELONY were
committed by THEODORE “TJ” JOHN MORELLI, DOB 10/02/1985.
WE THEREFORE COMMAND YOU forthwith to arrest THEODORE “TJ” JOHN
MORELLI, DOB 10/02/1985, and to take him/her without unnecessary delay before the
nearest Judge of a court of record to be dealt with according to law.
Given under my hand and seal, this

day of ___________________, 2011.

Bail is set at $ ___________________

________________________________
COURT JUDGE

